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Mourning in the Wake  
of Las Vegas 

from BreakPoint by: John Stonestreet  

Our nation is faced with another act of 
horrific evil. This time, a mass shooting in 
Las Vegas. What do we say? 
What do we do? 

For the third timeðby my 
countðsince Eric and I 
became the voices of 
BreakPoint, I find myself 
using the phrase, ñthe worst 
mass shooting in U. S. 
history,ò this time to describe 
the massacre ofðat the time 
of this recordingð58 people, 
with an additional 500 people 
wounded, at a country music 
concert in Las Vegas. 

Itôs horrific. What can even be 
said? 

In todayôs politically divided 
landscape, weôre tempted to simply retreat 
to a standard list of explanations to try to 
explain what happened or to assign 
blameðlike on guns or mental illness or 
ñthemòði.e. those that are across the 
political or religious aisle from us.  But this 
gut level response misses the core issue at 
hand. 

Back in 2007, after 32 innocent people 
were gunned down at Virginia Tech, Chuck 
Colson talked about the importance of 
acknowledging the reality of evil. He started 
by describing a visit to a prison in Norway: 

I witnessed an extreme example of this 
therapeutic thinking during a visit to a 
Norwegian prison years ago. Throughout 
the tour, officials bragged about employing 
the most humane and progressive 

treatment methods anywhere in the world. I 
met several doctors in white coats. 

That prompted me to ask how many of the 
inmates, who were all there for serious 
crimes, were mentally ill. The warden 
replied, ñOh, all of them.ò I must have 

looked surprised, because she said, ñWell, 
of course, anyone who commits a crime 
this serious is obviously mentally 
unbalanced.ò 

Stated differently, thereôs no such thing as 
sin and evil, and the only reason why 
people might commit serious crimes is that 
theyôre mentally ill. Thus the bestðand 
perhaps, onlyðresponse to crime is 
behavior modification and all those other 
up-to-date psychological techniques. 

While the Norwegian approach would strike 
most Americans as very naïve, the 
difference between them and us is one of 
degree, not kind. We also blame crime on 
external factors, like mental illness, culture, 
dysfunctional childhood, and the like. 

Weôre uncomfortable attributing events like 
this to human evil, much less to a kind of 
evil that seeks to undo Godôs creationð
what Christians call the demonic. 

Yet without this idea, events like this 
massacre can never be understood. 

You know, Chuck is right. Evil is real and it 
residesðnot just ñout thereò in the world, or 
the cultureðbut ñin here,ò in the human 
heart. Seeing it played out so hideously in 
Las Vegas leaves us only at the place of 
saying, with other followers of Christ 
throughout history, ñKyrie Eleison,ò or Lord 
have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have 
mercy upon us. 

And how might we, as Christians, respond? 

First, as Ed Stetzer wrote in Christianity 
Today, prayer is a powerful response to 
suffering and evil. So pray for the victims 
and their families, for civic leaders and first 
responders. Pray that Christians in Las 
Vegas will be effective in their ministry and 
service. 



 

Second, Godôs people must remember the 
exhortation to ñmourn with those who 
mourn.ò Facebook and Twitter might tempt 
us to forget that there are very real people 
mourning the death of real people, and to 
offer lines of political agenda or ideological 
simplicity or even to offer Bible verses 
wrapped up in a nice little bow. Better than 
all of that is that we join our tears with those 
who weep. 

Third, we run into, not away, from this 
brokenness. Whether itôs in giving blood, 
providing care, or jumping into that 
conversation with our neighbors that weôd 
rather not, we emulate Christ byðlike 
Himðjoining the suffering of those around 
us. 

And finally, we cry out with the Psalmist, 
ñHow long, O Lord?ò Groaning together with 
all of creation for that day when God 
Himself will ñwipe away every tear,ò and 
ñdeath shall be no more.ò 

and 

Agnostic turns to God at Las 
Vegas shooting 

from the Denison forum 

"I was agnostic going into that concert and 
I'm a firm believer in God now," Taylor 
Benge told CNN after surviving the Las 
Vegas shooting. He explained: "Because 
there's no way that all of that happened and 
that I made it and I was blessed enough to 
still be here alive talking to you today." 

One man responded on social media by 
quoting atheist Sam Harris: "Either God can 
do nothing to stop catastrophes like this, or 

he doesn't care to, or he doesn't exist. God 
is either impotent, evil, or imaginary. Take 
your pick, and choose wisely." 

There's another option. 

God created us with free will so we could 
choose to love him and each other 
(Matthew 22:37, 39). But freedom without 
consequences is not free. If I choose not to 
go to work but God miraculously transports 
me to my office, I have no real choice in the 
matter. 

Of course, we would like God to prevent 
horrific misuses of freedom such as the Las 
Vegas shooting. But logically, he could not 
honor our freedom while preventing its 
results, no matter how tragic they are. 

 

Here's the problem: sometimes in the Bible, 
that's just what he did. 

When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
were condemned by King Nebuchadnezzar 
to the fiery furnace, God protected them 
from the fire (Daniel 3:27). When Daniel 
was thrown into the lions' den, God sent an 
angel to shut the predators' mouths (Daniel 
6:22). When Herod imprisoned Peter, the 
Lord sent an angel to free him (Acts 12:6ï
11). 

If God could protect these men from the 
consequences of misused freedom, why 
did he not protect those who were killed or 
injured in Las Vegas? Why did he not 
protect the victims of the Holocaust or 
9/11? 

It seems to me that we have three options. 

One: God is capricious. 

Grieving the death of his wife, C. S. Lewis 
noted, "The conclusion I dread is not 'So 

there's no God after all,' but 'So this is what 
God's really like. Deceive yourself no 
longer.'" Perhaps God loves some people 
more than others. Perhaps some of us are 
more important to his purposes than others. 

But "God is love" (1 John 4:8). Therefore, 
his character requires him to love us all 
unconditionally. He loved those who died in 
Las Vegas no less than those who 
survived. 

Two: God has reasons he won't explain to 
us. 

Perhaps our Creator is unwilling to explain 
himself to his creation. But he invites us to 
"reason together" with him (Isaiah 1:18)ð
the Hebrew means to "argue it out." He 
wants us to love him "with all your mind" 
(Matthew 22:37). 

Three: God has reasons we cannot 
understand. 

When God allows or prevents the 
consequences of misused human freedom, 
he must have reasons that are consistent 
with his loving heart. But if he is God and 
we are not, it is only logical that his 
thoughts would be higher than ours (Isaiah 
55:9). A math teacher cannot teach 
calculus to a toddler. Even God cannot 
explain what we cannot comprehend. 

Here's the good news: in heaven "I shall 
know fully, even as I have been fully 
known" (1 Corinthians 13:12). So will you. 

I do not know why God allowed the tragedy 
in Las Vegas. But I do know that he 
redeems all he allows and that he is love. 
The less we understand our Father's ways, 
the more we need to trust his heart. 

 

http://denisonforum.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5369bb601ac44bfdda928110b&id=b1c4bf262a&e=f8cdc86a9e
http://denisonforum.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=5369bb601ac44bfdda928110b&id=2a57437bb7&e=f8cdc86a9e
http://denisonforum.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5369bb601ac44bfdda928110b&id=5584d561ce&e=f8cdc86a9e


 

 

PRAISE THE LORD 
¶ Hank Blackburn (Robin Sigleyôs dad) ï home from 

Overlook 

¶ Ralph Binder ï I love this church Jayden Washington 
ï home from Overlook 

HOSPITAL 
¶ Hank Blackburn (Robin Sigleyôs dad) - Overlook 

Easter Services UPCOMING EVENTS 
¶ Halloween Outreach 3pm to dark at Union Center 

Easter Services REST & RECOVERY 
¶ Gus Davis ï at daughterôs home recovering 

¶ Dave Eurell ï eye issue 

¶ Walter Kudron ï recovery from foot + shoulder 
surgery 

¶ Barbara Herrington ï from back surgery 

¶ Irma Molina ï home in recovery 

¶ Robin Sigley ï recovery after surgery 

PERSONAL NEEDS 
¶ Lori Ann Borino ï family grief process, PTL sister 

Christine 

¶ Guy Chilton ï son Andrew in jail t , finances 

¶ Sarah Collins ï grandson Justin Dillard recovery from 
motorcycle accident + surgery 

¶ Dorca Demelo ï sister in Brazil with cancer 

¶ Domena ï wisdom; Emanuel t , Chelsea t  + 

decisions 

¶ Hermann Gerdes ï Gideon distribution at Rutgers 
10/9/17 

¶ Avril Jackson ï family jobs and seeking God 

¶ Giaanna Marie Lugardia ï strength, motivation for 
school 

¶ Jelita Leniart ï dadôs passing, grief 

¶ John Leniart ï health, strength, teaching at school 

¶ Penny MacIver ï nephew Jeffery kidney issues 

¶ Mena family, Francisco 

¶ Carmen Rivera ï family recovery in Puerto Rico 

¶ Kim Ruiz ï mother, Celdonia, in Puerto Rico in ICU 

¶ Alicia Schwabacher Family: Patience, Wisdom , 
Health 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


